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XXIV. PRoveRBs, 21. 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and 
medidle not with them that are given to change. 


HE great pillars of a nation's happineſs 
and proſperity, are true religion and 
good government. Without theſe, it is im- 
poſſible, that it can long exiſt; for perma- 


nent happineſs and proſperity can reſt upon 
no other baſis, 


In religion, or the fear of the Lord (as the 
text expreſſes it) we adopt the only means 
that can effectually enſure the divine bloſſing, 
and make proviſion at the ſame time for the 
conſcientious diſcharge of thuſ: duties which 
intimately affe& the weltare of Society ; but 
which lie beyond the reach of human laws 
to enforce. And the numerous claims and 
reciprocal obligations, which ariſe out of ſo- 
cial life, can only be guaranteed by a faith- 

A tu} 


1 


tul obedience to thoſe neceſlary rules of order 
which in the language of the text 1s called 
the fear of the King. It is evident in the 
very nature of things, that this 1s the only 
ſyſtem from which any community of peo- 
ple can promiſe themſelves a continuance of 
the bleſſings of ſociety. For thoſe two great 
principles, extending to all the relative fitua- 
tions in which man ſtands to man in his pre- 
ſent ſtate; not only regulating his outward 
actions, but alſo operating upon his inward 
motives; purifying his heart and influencing 
his conduct ; eſtabliſh a foundation which 
nothing leſs comprehenſive can accompliſh, 


on which the edifice of happineſs may be 
permanently conſtructed. 


This is a fact ſo plain and palpable, that 
nothing but the blindeſt prejudice can ob- 
{cure it. For let any man figure to himſelf 
the moſt perfect ſtate of human felicity, 
that the power of fancy can conceive ; what 
would be the characters which compoſed it ? 
Would they not be men of religion and vir— 
tue; men of integrity and honor; of juſtice, 
truth, and probity? The pious parent, the 


conſcientious 
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:ontcientious magiſtrate, the obedient ſubject. 
the good man ! In thort, a City whe people 
were all righteous : * where mercy and truth 
met together; righteouſneſs and peace Li ſed 
each other: 4 Where every individual, in his 
relative department, was endravouriog to 
promote his Neighbour's happineſs, by the 
diſcharge of thoſe duties which could alone 
enſure his own. Where all had learnt and 
all equally practiſed that luminous and com- 
prehenſive precept of the Apoſtle, 7 b9257 


al! men, love the brotherhood, to fear God, and 
honor the King + 


In the contemplation of fuch a picture of 
ſociety, the mind kindles with the glow of 
affection, from the conſciouſneſs of the 
powers we {till poſſeſs, through the benig- 
nity of heaven, for the promotion of general 
good, notwithſtanding our preſent fallen and 
imperfect ſtate. And though it muſt be 
confeſſed, that this view of human felicity, 
is rather the reſult of what wwazu!d follow 2 


ce 


due attention to religious and civil duties, 


than 


Iſaiah 60. 21.— f Pialm 83. 10.— 1 Peter . 27. 
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than what is actually found in the world; 
yet the arguments for the truth itſelf is not 
in the ſmalleſt degree diminiſmed by the rea] 
ſtate of things. It 1s ſufficient to the pur- 
pole to prove, that true religion and good 
government, do in themſelves lead to thoſe 

!ec(inzs: the perverſity or corruption of hu- 
man nature, in flighting the means, or not 
obſervinz them cluſely, neither render the 
principles themſelves precarious nor are they 
juſtly chargeable with the conſequences. Ef- 
fects are always correſpondent to their cauſes. 
Wherever the moſt eminent examples of re- 
ligion and virtue are found; there you may 
infallibly ccenclude the exiſtence of the moſt 
eminent degrees of happineſs. 


Admitting this reaſoning to be well found- 
ed (which cannot, I think, with the leaſt 
plauſibility of argument be denied) where 
ought we to look for the higheſt inſtances of 
human felicity, but to this very country to 


which through the bounty of providence we 
belong ? 


The jear of the Lord and the King ; that 
is in other words, True religion and found 


government 


| 
| 
| 
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government form that glorious conſtitution 
which is at once the praiſe and envy of all 
the earth. And we may credit the opinion 
of foreign writers, who from natural preju— 
dices, connected with their national charact- 
ers, cannot be ſuppoſed to be influenced by 
any partiality in our favor; they have all con- 
curred in giving their decided approbation to 
our ſyſtem of government; and have extolled 
the !:ngliſh conſtitution in the loftieſt terms 
of the moſt unbounded panegyric. 


Were I to ſay, that our preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, both in Church and State, poſſeſſes 
all the powers, the ability, the vigor, the 
energy, in ſhort, every requilite to make a 
people virtuous and by conſequence happy ; 
I thould ſcarcely overcharge the picture of 
our religious and civil liberties. To pro- 
nounce a full and juſt eulogium on the Eng- 
lich conſtitution, it would be neceſſary to 
take a comparative view of it with other 
ſtates, in order to define with proper preci- 
fion its vaſt ſuperiority ; and by a delineation 
of its moſt prominent features, diſplay the 
peculiar qualities it poſſeſſes, to anſwer all 

the 
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the wants of ſociety in general, and of indi- 
viduals in particular, (as far as human policy 
can reach) in providing for the peace and 
tranquillity of this life, and (through the 
merits of the great Saviour of the world) for 
all the happineſs of another. 


Will it be ſaid that theſe effects do not 
always follow; that our nation affords not 
conſtant evidences of this truth. The fact 
is allowed, but the reaſon though humiliat— 


ing is eaſily to be aſſigned. 


For if the ſacred and venerable principles 
of religion be lighted ; if the regular and 
faithful adminiſtration of juſtice be impeded 
if the fear of God be banithed from the mind ; 
and an obedience to ſecular authority be diſ- 
miſſed along with it: Can it become the ob- 
ject of ſurprize, that the conſequences which 
we are taught to expect from a ſteady and 
uninterrupted attention to thoſe great prin— 
ciples of conduct are perverted ? It would 
indeed be matter of aſtoniſhment, if ſuch 


cauſes did not produce their correſponding 
effects. | 


Amidſt 


BE 


Amidſt the infinite diverſity which appears 
in the operations of God, in the government 
of the univerſe, there is one great ovjett of 
the divine mind, which we can clearly trace 
uniformly carried on, the leading marks of 
which are ſtrikingly viſible; it is the con- 
nection by which God has iaizpirably united 
our happineſs with our duty, ſo that the vio 
lation of the one, ſooner or later, becomes 
certainly fatal to the other. Hence, there- 
fore, if our felicity as a people does not keep 
pace with our advantages as men; it is be- 
cauſe we break the chain of order; we vio- 
late the claims of duty; and in our diſobedi- 
ence or neglect of the means of happineſs, 
the cauſe of every national or private evil, 


may for the moſt part be raced to its proper 
ſource. 


I hope I have fully prepared your minds, 
by theſe prefatory obſervations, for perceiv- 
ing both the great importance of the doctrine 
in the text, and the infinite conſequences as 
a duty deducible from it. For if the hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of a people become fo 
intimately blended with a conſcientious re- 
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gard to the principles of true religion and 
good government; the maxim contained in 
it will appear full of the higheſt wiſdom, and 
deſerving our cloſeſt regard. My Sen fear 
thou the Lord and the Ring, and meddie not 
with them that are given to change. 


In purſuing the train of reaſoning which 
this paſſage of Scripture furniſhes, ] ſolicit 
your attention to the diſcuſſion of the fol- 
lowing particulars. 


The former part of the precept in the 
text is, the fear of the Lord: Under this 
comprehenſive expreſſion which evidently 
includes the whole of religion, I ſhall firſt 
point out the obligation to this duty, from 
briefly repreſenting the bleſſings we enjoy 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of that reformed 
Church which is the eſtabliſhed religion of 
this Country. When I have finiſhed this 
part of the ſubje& (which on every account 
is intitled to pre-eminence) it will not, I 
hope, be conſidered as infringing the ſanc- 
tity of this place, if in explaining the ſecond 
clauſs of the text, the fear of the King, as 

it 
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it is expreſſed, which may be ſuppoſed to 
refer to the meaſur :s of civil government 5 
I point out to your notice ſome of the in- 
valuable privileges we enjoy as a people un- 

er the mild and equitable adminiſtration of 
juſtice which diſtinguiſhes our land. 


From the united conſideration of theſe 
particulars, I am perſuaded, that ſufficient 
arguments will ariſe to enforce, under the 
divine bleſſing, a ſteady regard and obedience 
to both thoſe principles of duty ; the fear of 
the Lord and the King, that we may be in no 
danger of falling into that error alluded to in 
the concluſion of the text, of meddling With 
them that are given to change. 


Under the firſt particular, of the obliga- 
tion to the fear of the Lord, from the hap- 
pineſs we. enjoy in the quiet poſſeſſion of our 
reformed Church; it will be hardly neceſſary, 
in order to awaken a due attention to the va- 
lue of this great bleſſing, to lead your thoughts 
back to thoſe ages of intellectual darkneſs, 
in which the clouds of bigotry had well nigh 
covered the Chriſtian world, and brought on 
that 


410 


that night of error and ſuperſtition, which 
nothing but the radiance of divine grace 


could have diſpelled. 


You well know, that before the glorious 
light of the reformation dawned upon this 
land, the pure faith of the goſpel was loſt, 
amidit the rubbiſh of legendary tales and fa- 
bulous hiſtories, The Sacred Scriptures were 
perverted to countenance the moſt abſurd and 
impious worſhip ; and the great doQrines 
which diſtinguiſh the religion of Jeſus, as a 
ſyſtem of ſalvation to a fallen race of beings, 
had given way to every notion folly could 
ſuggeſt or fancy invent. 


Ignorance and ſuperſtition reigned with 
united and uncontrouled power. And the 
ſound doctrine which Chriſt and his apoſtles 
had taught, being once contaminated, there 
appeared to be no end to the growing cor- 
ruption. One departure from the purity and 
ſimplicity of the faith, became but the pre- 
lude to another, until the whole formed a 
maſs of abſurdities ſcarcely credible. The 


adoration of relics and images ; prayers ad- 
dreſſed 


e . wh hl S>ag+ 8 #6 


i 
*1 
A 
} 
5 
4 
1 
4 
1 
5 
4 


CCC 


(is) 


dreſſed to departed ſaints and martyrs ; the 


abſolution of fins purchaſeable for money ; 
t1eſe were among the leaſt exceptionable 
parts of the Romiſh ritual. The fire of 
purgatory, and maſlcs ſor the dead, together 
with a train of innumerable mediators, form- 
ed from any character of real or ſuppoſed 
ſuperior virtue, ſupplied the place of that 
great and only Interceſſor which Scripture 
had appointed between God and Man, the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt. 


Such, and far worſe, if it be poſſible, was 
the ſtate of Chriſtian faith, when the great 
Reformers of our country, ſupported by the 
arm of Omnipotence, undertook the arduous 
taſk of removing from the goſpel, all that 
heap of ſaperſtition which the corruption or 
ignorance of mankind had thrown upon 1t, 
and bringing it forth to the notice of the 
world, in its own lovely and engaging form 


of apoſtolic purity. 


The idle and unmeaning ceremonies which 
folly had engrafted upon it were taken away, 
and the plain and fimple ſervices which were 


ſubſtituted 


== 
{ubitituted in their place, were ſuch only us 
might beſt lead the heart to the adoration cf 


Him whoſe worſhip, when pure, mutt be 7 
Sfirit and in truth. 


It would be gratifying, no doubt, to trace 
the ſteps of thoſe pious ſervants of the Lord, 
in this their great undertaking. From the 
intereſt we bear in their labors of love, we 
could not but enter with a proportionate 
pleaſure into every occurrence of their hiſtory, 
from whoſe ſervices we derive ſuch unſpeak- 
able advantages. But it will be more to our 
preſent purpoſe, to conſider the great object 
for which they labored. To ſce how well 
ſuited to all the important ends of redemp- 
tion, that form of worſhip 1s, which, thro' 
the blefling of God, we at this hour enjoy 
from their inſtrumentality. 


It would ill become a Miniſter of the eſta- 
bliſhment, to endeavour to aggrandize the 
Church to which he belongs, by blowing 
the trumpet of her fame. Indeed it is un- 
neceſſary. The {ſervices of our Liturgy are 
confeſſedly allowed to comprize all the lead- 


ing 
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ing principles of our holy religion. The great 


articles, both in faith and doctrine, Wale! 
are piofeſſed in the Church of Englund, ars 
immediately taken ſrom the Scriptures tacm- 
ſeives, and derive all their influ-ace from 
that ſupreme authority. 


And though we dare not, we with not 
indeed, to confine the purity of chriſtian wor- 
ſhip within the walls of our church; yet with 
becoming modeſty we venture to aſſert, that 
both in doctrine, and in diſcipline, we ad- 
mit of none ſuperior. Every thing neceſſary 
to ſalvation is taught among us, and enforced 
with a warmth and earneſtneſs of perſuaſion 
ſuitable to its infinite importance. The great 
duties of faith and repentance; the regene- 
ration or change of the heart: the neceſſity 
of the divine operations of the holy ſpirit on 
the mind of man; pardon to the fins of ou: 
nature through the ſole merits and atone- 
ment of the great Author of our religion ; 
and his divine mediation as the only channel 
by which we can approach God in all the 
acts of worthip; as theſe are among the firſt 


principles of the goſpel of Chriſt, they form 


the 
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the leading articles of our creed, and become 
more eminently diſtinguiſhed in all the parts 
of our church ſervices. 


But though the profeſſion of theſe doct- 
rines, which, from their impertance, we 
cannot but conſider as indiſpenſible to ſalva- 
tion, induce our recommendation ut them 
to our people with proportioned ſolicitude; 
yet the mildneſs of our church government 
lays no reſtraint upon the conſciences of men, 
We uſe no rigor, but perſuahon; nothing 
compulſive, but entreaty. As no man is, or 
can be, anſwerable to any but his Maker, 
for his religious opinions; ſo every one in 
this land of freedom, is permitted to enjoy 
his opinions unmoleſted. He may conform 
to whatever mode of worthip he thinks pro- 
per, provided he do nothing ſubverſive of 
the ſentiments and practiſe of ethers. His 
{ſeparation from the eſtabliſhment becomes 
not in the leaſt offenſive, or ſubjects him to 
the ſmalleſt reprehenſion. 


The Toleration act is a happy proviſion of 
indemnity for this purpoſe, by which our 
Diflenting 
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Diflenting Brethren poſſeſs that juſt and un- 


1 


at, which belongs to them as 
chriſtians, and as men, of ſerving God ac- 
cording to their own conſciences. A right, 
which no real friend to religion, or good 
government, would wiſh to break in upon; 
which it muſt be confefied, is equal to all 
their wants; and if religion be the only 05- 
ject for which they diſſent from us, no great- 
er extenſion of privile zes can be deſired, for 
no laws that can be framed, {unleſs the na- 
tional eſtabliſhment itſelf were done away, ) 
could admit of a greater freedom of worthip 
then they at preſent poſſeſs. 


doubted rig 


Such are the doctrines and diſcipline of the 
Church of England! And if the duties to 
which it leads were made the ruling princi- 
ple of every man's conduct ; if the nation at 
large were impelled by ſuch motives, what 
happy conſequences mutt follow ! we ſhould 
then behold every thing that is lovely and 
amiable in human nature. The golden age 
which the fiction of the Poets deſcribe, would 
be indeed realized. According to the figura- 
tive language of the Prophet, Len would judge 

C ment 
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ment run dtn as waters, and rixhteouſneſs as 
a mig bty ſiream. * 


Together with the beauty of holineſs pre- 
vailing through the land, every principle of 
moral goodneſs and virtue would influence 
our people. The neceſſity of human laws 
would be at once ſuperſeded; the fence of 
property might be removed; the miniſters 
of juſtice would loſe their office ; nay the very 
ſanction of authority would be done away. 
For what ſhould the ſword of vengeance be 
unſheathed, when there remained no more 
offenders to receive puniſhment ? If mankind 
were but fully ſenſible of the invaluable ef- 
fects ariſing from a ſtrict obedience to the 
Goſpel ; if that ſpirit of grace which is held 
forth to all that ſeek it, were made the in- 
variable principle of regulating the conduct, 
what a happy nation ſhould we be! 


With what fervency ought we to pray to 
God to give us this ſpirit! That he would 
graciouſly haſten that day, that glorious day 
promiſed in Scripture, when the wolf ſhall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lie down 


with 
4 Amos V. 24. 
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with the kid, When they ſhall no longer hurt 


or deſtroy tn all God's holy mountain, tut the 
earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 


as the waters cover the ſea.* 


But until theſe deſirable events are ac- 
compliſhed, it becomes neceſſary to add the 
laws of human authority, to the ſanction of 
the Civine precepts of religion. This leads 
to the conſideration of the ſ:zcond branch of 
the argument propoſed in the text, to point 
out to your notice, the great excellence of 
that political form of government, which 
diſtinguiſhes the conſtitution of this country, 
which is in alliance with the Church, and 
derives, from that connection, all the energy 
that can be needful for the welfare of our 


people. 


This is a ſubject, which, if purſued thro” 
all the parts by which it might be exempli- 
fied, would lead far beyond the limits to 
which I am neceſſarily reſtricted, but which 
would amply prove the excellence and wiſ- 
dom of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


It 
* Iſaiah vi. 6—9. 
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It is only by comparative views, with the 
police of other ſtates, (as I betore obſerved) 
that we can form a juſt and adequate con- 
ception of the importance of our own. There 
is, indeed, another method by which it might 
be eſtimated ; and that is by its lots. A de- 
privation of the bleſſings we now, perhaps, 
inſenſibly enjoy, would feelingly convince 
us of their value. But God grant that we 
may never learn their conſequence by ſuch 
painful inſtruction | 


Without deſcending to particulars, in proof 
of the argument, (for the time would be in- 
ſufficient for this purpoſe) ſuffer me to aſk, 
to what nation ſhall we go tor examples, 
where the perſon of the people is fo ſacred, 
where the property of the ſubject is held fo 
inviolable, or where the adminiſtration of 
the laws, through all its departments, is 
conducted with that uniform regard to ſtrict 
Juitice and impartiality, as under our preſent 
happy goverment? The right of trial by 
Juries ; the power of expreſſing, in the moſt 
unreſerved manner, our ſentiments publicly 
upon all ſubjects, civil and religious; in 

1 ſhort, 
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mort, every freedom which tends not to the 
tubverſion of order, and every liberty which 
is not made the cloak of licentiouſneſs, are 
the characteriſtics and the privileges of En- 
liſhmen. 


Jam confident, that every one who hears 
me, muſt be ſo perfectly ſenſible of theſe 
great truths, that it becomes altogether ſu- 
perfluous, to point them out, the objects of 
your attention. You know full well, that 
it your perſon be threatened, or your pro- 
perty be in danger, the law 1s always open 
to afford the molt ample ſecurity to the one, 
and to protect the other. And the adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice is carried on, by principles 
ſo fair and impartial, that in the deciſions of 
it, all party, prejudice, friendſhip, reſentment, 
and even pity itſelf, are laid afide, that no 
paſſion may preponderate in the ſcale, but be 
held forth with an equal hand to all. The 
Prince and the Beggar here are upon a level, 
and the Servant is as great as his Maſter, * 


Theſe 


* It was a beautiful idea, which gave riſe to thoſe 
paintings in our antient Courts of Judicature, where Juſtice 


( 22 ) 


Theſe are bleſſings ſoon mentioned, but 
their effects deſerve a long and frequent con- 
ſideration. Conſult the legiſlatures of other 
countries, and ſee whether any thing fimilar 
can be found among them. And conceive 
what a happy conſtitution of government 
mult that be, taken altogether, where ſuch 
are the leading principles, on which the- 
the whole ſyſtem 1s founded. 


It is in the freedom and ſecurity we enjoy, 
that the common bleſſings of Providence find 
time to operate upon the mind, in awakening 
all the returns from Man to his Creator. The 
homelieſt meal, and in the pooreſt ſtation, 
is a thouſand times more valuable than the 
moſt luxurious repaſt, if in continual danger 
of being ſnatched from us, by the hand of 
violence and rapine. And what peace, what 
ſelf enjoyment, what diſpoſition either to the 

ſervice 


is pourtrayed as blind; to imply that no ſurrounding objects 
were ſuffered to warp her judgment from a ſteady and in- 
flexible adherence to truth, The thought was borrowed 
moſt probably from the divine legation of Moſes, which 
prohibited giſts from blinding the eyes of the Judges, and 
commanded that no countenance ſhould be given even to a 
poor man in his cauſe, Exod, xxiil, 3. 6, — Deut. xvi. 19. 
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ſervice of God or man, can he feel, let his 
rank in life be what it may, who lives under 
the conſtant apprehenſion of danger, in a 
country where ſaſoicion is fatAcient to con— 
demn, and where punichment often precedes 
trial. 


If we want proofs of the exiſtence of ſuch 
a calamitous ſtate, the recent example of a 
neighbouring kingdom, furniſhes the moſt 
woeful inſtances of the kind. Your own 
ideas will beſt picture to you, the melan- 
choly ſituation of that unhappy country, 
which is the wretched victim of anarchy and 
confuſion ! Even at the very moment that 
I am ſpeaking, how many worthy ſouls are 
experiencing in it, the ſad effects of the late 
convulſions? How many already have fallen 
a ſacrifice to the madneſs of an ungoverned 
and outrageous people! And how many more, 
while the ebullition of phrenzy remains, God 
only knows, there may be reſerved to the 
ſame or greater trials! 


When we confider their diſtracted ſtate, 
the heart muſt be callous indeed, which riſes 
not 
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not into ſentiments of the moſt lively grati- 
tude to the great diſpoſer of all events, who 


has graciouſly appointed our lot in this land 
of liberty. 


| We now ſtand as upon a peaceful ſhore, 
and behold the ſtorm and tempeſt afar of. 
The waves which agitate that kingdom reach 
not to us. Their contentions and their tu— 
mults are like the noiſe of a diſtant multi- 
tude, in whoſe clamours we have no 1imme- 
diate concern. And though as chriſtians and 
as men, we cannot but feel the moſt paintu1 
ſenſibility for a nation, torn as it 15 by ſuch 
inteſtine diviſions; yet it ſerves at the ſame 
time to remind us of our own felicity, and to 
make our ſecurity doubly grateful, while we 
fit down in peace, every man under his own 
vine, and under his own fig-tree. And ſurely, 
the conſciouſneſs of this may well make every 


individual prize the invaluable bleſſings the 


bounty of heaven has afforded him, and ſtudy 


to preſerve them with the moſt anxious ſoli- 


citude. If this plant of civil and religious 


freedom be of Engliſh growth, and peculiar 
to this ſoil; and through the foſtering care 
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of our forcfathers, has waxed to an high tree, 
under whoſe ſpreading branches, the people 
for ages have been ſheltered, and on whole 
choiceſt fruits they have fed; ſhall we ſuiter 
it now to be dug up by the roots, or cut 
down and deſtroyed ? Shall we not rather 
watch over it, and fence it round, and guard 
it from the ravages of every foe? And above 
all, pray to God, that the fun, and the rain, 
and the dew of heaven, may ſhed their kind- 
lieſt influence upon it, fertilize and make it 
fourith more and more? 


To ſpeak without a figure. It is certainly 
our duty, and our higheſt intereſt, to ſup- 
port that happy conſtitution to which we be- 
long. To make all private opinion, and pri- 
vate conſideration, bend before it; that we 
may tranſmit it, free and undiminiſhed, in 
all its privileges, to our children and our 
childrens children, to the lateſt generations. 


If I have not in ſome meaſure anticipated, 
what I propoſed to offer in concluſion, on 
the latter part of the text, I may lately leave 
it to your own rcflections, to draw tae imer- 
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ence, For it te fear of the Lord and the 
Ring be the foundation of national happineſs 
and proſperity ; and if the laws of this land 
have made every proviſion human wiſdom 
can deviſe, for the ſecurity of both; the pre- 
cept in the text will be the precept of com- 
mon ſenſe and common policy, with every 
man who is endued with the leaſt convdera- 
tion; mediale not with them that are given to 
change, For what ſhall we change? Wha: 
equivalent can be held forth to us by way of 
barter, to compenſate for ſuch mighty bl=t- 
ſings? Shall we liſten to the viſionary ſchemes 
of ſpeculative or deſigning men, and ſubſti- 
tate the wild chimera of the imagination, in 
the place of ſound policy and good govern- 
ment? Shall we throw down this goodly fa- 
bric, which exerciſed the united wiſdom and 
labor of our anceſtors to rear, and begin a- 
gain to build a new ſyſtem of laws, which 
caprice or fancy, or worſe motives than either, 
may give birth to? 


Upon the ſuppoſition indeed, that there 
exiſted any cauſe for an alteration ; if the re- 
gular adminiſtration of juſtice, in any of its 

departments 
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departments was violated; or if the laws 
themſclves were found incompetent to all the 
purpoſes of good government; or if power 
in any of the miniſters of the ſtate, was ex- 
erciſed in an undue manner, to the prevent- 
ion of a juſt and impartial courſe ot equity; 
then I conicts it would be the duty of every 
true patriot, to ſeek, by every lawful means, 
the r-::oval of the evil, and reſtore to the con- 
ſtitution its original energy and vigor. But 
how far is this from being the caſe at pre- 
ſent? Has the ſupreme magiſtrate of the na- 
tion, either in his own perion, or by his ſor— 
vants, violated or perverted the cauſe of juſ-- 
tice, in any of the courts of law? Has he 
encroached upcn the liberty of the ſubject, 
or aſſumed an undue authority, to the in- 
jury of the people? You know he has not. 
So much the reve:ſe, indeed, that by one 
particular act of his reign, i mating the 
Judge, independent, he hath abridged his own 
authority, and taken the moſt effectual me- 
thod of manifeſting his attention to the hap- 
pineſs of his ſubjects. And when we ſee 
united in his character, all the virtues of pri- 
vate life, the good huſband, the good father, 


the 
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the pious man; theſe great qualities are the 
trueſt pledge for our confidence in the fidelity 
of the ſupreme Magiſtrate. 


Through the grace of God, he has now 
reigned over theſe kingdoms, for more than 
thirty years, beloved and honored, and re- 
vered, by all ranks and degrees of our peo- 
ple, And now as he advances in life. and 
of conſequence becomes the more endeared 
to his ſubjects affection, ſurely tne evening 
of his day ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by a pea- 
ceable ſubmiſſion to his authority, and by 
proper conformity to the laws of the conſti- 
tution, in the obſervance of which, his happi- 


neſs, and his pcoples, are inſeperably blended. 


Away then with thoſe miſtaken notions of 


evils which exiſt not, unleſs in the heated 


imagination of a few miſzuided individuals. 
Let us cautiouſly avoid being led away by 
thofe*falle lights, which if followed, conduct 
only into dangerous paths, that terminate in 
darkneſs. Let us rather adhere to the maxim 
of the text. 'To fear the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not with them that are given to change 
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We are certainly a nation highly favored 
of the divine goodneſs. The Goſpel of Chriſt 
hath ſhone upon this land, with a brightneſs 
unequalled among other people. In tempo- 
ral bleſſings alſo, the bounty of heaven hath 
been poured forth with the fame liberal hand, 
Even our national afflictions have carried with 
them the marks of tenderneſs and compaſſion. 
'The united power of Europe, which was 
exerted againſt us during the laſt war, was 
not ſuF-red to hurt. England, emerged with 
triumph, from that unequal conteſt, thro' 
the divine aid, and is at this moment making 
rapid advances to the higheſt rank, in the 
ſcale of nations. And ſhall we be tempted 
to forego theſe advantages, by attending to 
the falſe reaſonings of miſtaken men? What 
a melancholy conſideration would it be, if 
after having exerted ſufficient fortitude, to 
bear up againſt all our foreign enemies, Eng- 
land ſhould fall a ſacrifice to the clamor of 
her profeſſed friends ? 


This would be ſimilar to the fate of antient 
Rome. It was the factions and vices of the 
Romans themſelves, which haſtened the even- 
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ing of that great empire. For when the had 
vanquithed al who openly oppoſ 24 her arms, 
ſhe herſelf became a prey to the ill conduct 
of her own people. And it requires not the 
ſoirit of prophecy to foreſee, that if the Pro- 
vidence of God permits the tall of this coun- 
try, our own unhappy divitons and animoſt- 
ties, will be principally inſtrumental in the 
accompliſhment of the dreadful event, 


That the divine mercy may avert from us 
this viſitation, our moſt earneſt end2avours 
ought to be called forth. Let us unite our 
cordial withes, and our nobleſt efforts; and 
oh! that all parties would, at leaſt in this, 
conſolidate their ſtrength, to defeat cither the 
open or inſidious attempts of a that have 


"vil wil at Zion. Bleſſed as we are in the 


free and unreſtrained excerciſe of our holy 
faith; happy in our government; happy in 

our 1 and in every ſenſe favored by 
God, beyond every other nation under hea-— 
ven; let us but endeavor to recommend our- 
ſelves the humble objects of his mercies, 
and we may reaſonably promiſe their conti— 
nuance to ourſelves and our poſterity for ever. 
Ariſe 
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Ariſe tnen L beſ:22h you, and loo ting up 
to him % 2591 Rings retg', nd Frinces de 
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ree ju 1 Ir one voices of animated devo- 
tion, let us pray for 2 Peace 9 of Feruſal:m, 2.7 

all may projper that love ur, that peace may 
within our walls, and plenteouſneſs weithir: our 
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palaces; 1 that there may be us leading its 
captivicy, no compluiniug in our flrects ;. hepny 

- * „ 4 * 5 f LES 
are ting necple 15 9295 e 722 Je 5 2 Eye oy 3 * ü Fi Fo TELL 


- 4/7 


» : * 7 7 
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